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City of Alexandria, Virginia

MEMORANDUM

DATE: MARCH 24, 2003
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCI

THROUGH: PHILIP SUNDERLAND, CITY MANAGE

FROM: RICHARD J. BAIER, P.E., DIRECTOR, ORTATION &
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
"
SUBJECT: CENTRAL CITY TRAFFIC CALMING

1Y)

Residents in the central part of the City have expressed concerns about prevailing traffic speeds on
Quaker Lane, Seminary Road, Janney’s Lane, Braddock Road and King Street. Councilman Speck
raised this issue at the November 26, 2002 City Council meeting. These streets pose traffic calming
challenges because half of them are arterial streets carrying high traffic volumes and all are primary
emergency response routes. ' :

Since this issue was raised, staff has met twice with leaders from the Clover-College Park, Seminary
Hill, Seminary Ridge and Taylor Run neighborhoods to discuss the traffic issues affecting their
communities and develop traffic calming strategies to address their concerns. As these streets are all
“Code Red” routes based on the traffic calming appropriateness map developed by T&ES and
Fire/EMS staff, speed cushions cannot be used to slow traffic. However, other measures have been
identified which can reduce traffic speed and improve bicycle and pedestrian safety. Traffic calming
measures currently being considered include: '

. Reducing the number of lanes and/or lane width on Seminary and installing a median
and bike lanes;
* . Implementing pedestrian improvements at the King/Quaker/Braddock intersection;

*  Installing dynamic speed display signs on Quaker, Seminary and Janney’s;

. Installing physical median of some kind between E. & W. Taylor Run Parkways on
Janney’s Lane; and

. Installing physical median of some kind at the Quaker/ Seminary/Janney’s intersection.

The next meeting with neighborhood leaders has not been scheduled; however, we expect it will be in
late March or early April. At that time, staff will present the recommended traffic calming measures,
implementation phasing plan and estimated costs,

Funding is not available in the Manager’s Proposed FY 2004 Operating Budget or the Proposed FY
2004 -FY 2009 CIP for any of these traffic calming measures. Thus, staff will not be in a position to
implement these measures unless and until funding is provided sometime in the future.




cc:

Michele Evans, Assistant City Manager for Council Relations and Administration
Tom Culpepper, Deputy Director, Transportation and Transit, T&ES

Bob Garbacz, Division Chief, Transportation, T&ES

Paul DeMaio, Traffic Calming Coordinator, T&ES
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